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(2) 
in this particular (and many Clandeſtine Marriages proceed 
only from their being impoſed on this way) the Me- 
thod preſcribed by the-Canon maſt be'a very effeQual way , 
becauſe when "all are” married in their” own Pariſhes, the 
Miniſters cannot be ſuppoſed to be ignorant whether they 


have Conſent of Friends, or no, (-unleſs perchance in ſom? 
of the larger Pariſhes in London, where other Care may be 
ual- 


taken carey the Friends of Parties to 
ly preſent) and therelos chough a | ſe ſhould b&\frau- 
Jul ned, yerg'1t , direted 6 him, it can be of no 


Effe&;-becauſe all Liceriſes go with a*Proviſs of Nullity, 
in Caſe of Fraud; and therefore to him that knows the 
Fraud ( as it is ſcarce poflible but every Miniſter muſt in his 
own Pariſh) it can be no Licence at all, but he will be as 
much/liable to- the Penalty of the-Law, if he marries with 
a Licenſe in this Caſe, as if he bad no Licenſe at all. And 
as to a Miniſter's being Party to the ill Deſign of a Clan- 
deſtine Marriage, you {carce ever. find this cor happes;, 
when People are married by their own: Miniſter, For the 
Penalty being - Suſpenſion per Triemmwm, none that have Be- 
nefices which are ; worth any . thing, 2nd are ſenſible of the 
Fraud .(.as.all Miniſters muſt be in the Pariſhes where they 
live) will expoſe themſclygs to |be deprived of chem fo long 
for the ſake of -a_ Marriage-Fee.; But. molt ar; end. chey: 
are not Miniſters of Pariſhes, bue; indigent Curates, or unpre- 
ferr'd Chaplains, chat wilfully engage themſelves in this mat- 
ter 3 who having nothing to-lole, on this Account are out of 
che Reach of choÞenaley; and chereſore,jf chas.be bus ons 
of two ſuch in, a County, uſually che whole, Trade of Clan- 
deftine Marti them3..a0d therefore; che beſt way 


Marrage 


bo , Kill be: co confine all accocding 
[oh otg wngeedy ripe their own Pariſhes by 
of the Place that hath an Incereſtchere, where- 
he doch amiſs. Becauſe if this. be done, the 

npoled on by,a fraudulent Licenſe, 

al known unto bim,(.35 thols 
£0. marry with: 
Wb ZUrulter, 50 


ob hg nya 


for 


” 
7 


(3) 
for what he ſuffers by it, way be prevailed with to / | 
a Clandeſtine Marriage for his fake, and thereby put an ObI 
go upon him, and all his Fawſlly © arid Pricnds on the 

nt of the Advantage Ry goriva to tho mart by ſich 
ſtolen Matches. But in che Pariſh where the Woman” lives, 
ie will be quice otherwiſe, ' For it being for the moſt pare 
the Man that- ſteals che Woman, and not the Woman the 
Man, there inſtead of obliging he” wilt injure, and chat in 
ſo high a degree, that 'the Family which ſuffers, wich alt 
their Friends and Relations ( which perchance may make 
the major part of the Pariſh ) will be fare to fall upon him 
with theic utmoſt Reſentments ; and in this caſe a Miniſter 
will have but lictleComforrt of hisLife among them afterwards, 
though he ſhould eſcape the Penalty of ths Law;' and ſcarce 
an | far weak as not to foreſee it mult be fo where fo 
juſt a Provocation is given : This alone will be a ſufficient Tye, 
were. there none. other to keep - any. Miniſter from betray- 
ing any of his own Pariſh. And therefore were one ſmall 
Alteration made in the Canon, and inſtead of the Pariſh- 
Church or Chappel ' where one of che Parties dwells, jc were 
ordered, That all Marriages ſhould be celebrated in the Pa- 
riſh-Church- or pel only where the Woman dwells { as 
indeed common Cuftome - hach already: ordered it in moſt 

Marriages that are not Clandeſtine) I apprehend” ict wonld 
be a thorough-Remedy to the whole Abuſe. However, were 
the Canons, as they now ſtand; puncually obſerved, this 
alone would go fo far towards it, that there-would not be 
ſo frequent Inſtances of this injurioas Praftice, as to alarny 
the. Nation. againſt us,| as now we  fiud they do, 'and pro- 
voke them to bring Sanguinary 'Laws-upon us to- prevent 
It 

But the Miſchief is, that when che Church makes good 

Laws, our Courts, when they find them againſt their Inte- 
reſt, will nor put them in Execution. For wereall obliged 
to be married © helowat Pariſhes, it would cut off above: 
half che.Trade of granting Licenſe, which wonld very-eon- 

fiderably deminiſh fromthe Profic which Chancellors, Com- 

miſſaries and Regiſters make-of their Places. And-rherefore 
inſtead. of executing the Canons above-mentioned (asis their 

Duty ) they make it their whole Endeavour to batile chem,, 

and. 
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ſcarce 7ry that the net 
the contrary ever any that they gran to 
Pariſhes where the Parties dwell, but pur in any other Pariſhes 
which the Parties 46 be marned, thall defire, at what di- 
ſtance. ſoever they may be frem che Places of their wn al Ha- 
— without any rod te all has the Canon which 
opocakon is given to abun 
FEAT Frauds Parrots, which otherwite might be 
evenced,. 
—_ Whereas the Hundred and firſt Canon erjoyns, That 
none ſhall grant any Licenſes, bnt ſuchas have Epiſcopal Au- 
tharity, ar the Commillary of the Faculties, hom of 
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Right of E- 
in their ſeveral Juriſdictions : Andwhere- 
ng yr or wr Grants are only to be made before 
themſdves, and not before any Subftiture whom they ſhall 
appoint , that all the matters roquiiite to the granting of a 
Licenſe, may be fuſt uit, as Whether rhere be 
Peecontract? I EDA Friends ? 


md 7 mow 2 eve. w hich oft hich often "The 
tion, or no the 
Skill of che himſclf to determine in them. good 
Orders of | the have been fo Ge metered in all cheſs 
Particulars, and the Corruption of bon ot ——_—_— 
flical Courts, for the fake of Gain, harh ſo vigh, 
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fing of thoſe Licenks, | who-andey 


} , Whictsis ro tho-great'Da- 
mage of gainſt all Right and. Laws 
Far, 
+, No Chanceltior or Commiſlary hath Power to make any 
to act out of their reſpetive Courts, For 
although they now take upon them thus- co doy it is only 
ps _ {won ho — On them the 
ce to ant per [e, aut per ſufficientes Deputat os. 
The meaning ob which, only is, That in caſe of Sickneſs, Ab- 
lenccon. wok Qccafions, or any other lawful Impedimenr, 
inc ethers ro hold their Courts for them, and 
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—- 4% It 3s mſn gy*inen Parties to Knavery andFrand, 
and pucting the blame of the-unjuſt  Practices' of Chancet- 
, iflaries and Regiſters, upon thoſe, who for the Re- 
putation of che Chutch, as well as of chemſelves, are” moſt 
concetked th prevent them. And thereby a / great (deal 'of 
Glamour is drawn upori-us, . whichwe: can never-prevent; - as 
lang | as any of the Clergy arethus permicted in Sinden and 
bale a manner to be ſublervient ro the Knavery and unjuſti- 
fiable Practices of theſe men. For they, regarding nothing 
elſe, bur their Gain in;the Choice of thoſe whom they  ap- 
point to be their . Surrogates, chuſe only ſuch as are propereſt 
tor their purpoſe this way, who being of the: poorer' and 
meaner fort,. make their Advantage of theEmployment, by 
marrying themſelves all thoſe that come to them for Licen- 
les; and thereby advancing their own Gain as well as that 
of their Maſters, become the more diligent Agents for them. 
And I am told of ſome that keep Markets weekly - for this 
purpoſe, there expoſing their blank Licenſesto ſale, as 'Trade(- 
men.do their Wares, which they fill up for any that will pay 
for them, without any. other Referye, but that of the Mar- 
riage to themſelves, by putring.in only choſe Churches for 
the ſolemmnizing of it, where they themſelves are Miniſters. 
But at beſt, tho' all Surrogates do got thus carry.their blank 
Licences to Marker, yet all keep Shops of them at home, 
and ſeldom or never refuſe any Cuſtomer that comes on how 
unjuſtifiable an Account ſoever. And therefore-when a Wed- 
ding comes to them, and 'a Marriage Fee is to be gotten, 
ae: Ba any further Enquiry, the blank Licenſe is broughe 
forth, the Names of the Perſons to be married, are inferted 
into it, and then the Surrogate thinks himſelf ſafe, and away 
be gocs to the Church, with them, and there marries them by 
grtue of 2a, Licenſe from hjmſelt,- without regarding how 
they come; together, ſo; he, hath a Fee to his Maſters for 
the Licenſe, and another to himſelf for che marrying of them. 
And if it happens that any ſuch are afterward queſtion'd for 
theſe Marriages, the Licenſe is produced for their Juſtifica- 
tion, 
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heing Party tothe Fraud; were pr. Fy 
on-himg; which he t- ually inſt us} 
the: manner of cranſaRingiir') and lay: | 

the Chancellor or Commiſlary, in whoſe Nanieir is: 7 

who uſually know ways enough to'baffle all Proſecution, that: 

ſhall be made againſt them on this Account 3 and therefore no 

Examples being made of thoſe that offend in this kind, they 

| are the more bold (till co goon in the. fame illegal Practices. 
and the Church. infinitely ſuffers in ies Repncation thereby 
and in eruth, no Excuſe can be made in this Particular, while 
our Governours, wha have Officers under them for the putting: 
the Laws of the Church in Execution, -permit them thus in fo 
ſcandalous a manner to corrupt them all tor their own Ad- 
vantage: 

Ot which ſcandalous Corruption being abundantly (enlible, 
by what I found- of; it, where concern 'd,” about two Years 
ſince I ſet my felfto reform:it, and drew up a Ing | 
ſent to all the Clergy of my - Juriſdiction, -wherein Linhibi 
them to marry any either by Licenſe or otherwiſe, unleſs one 
of the Parties lid in their Pariſh , according as it is enjoyn- 
ed inthe Canon, above-mention'd.. ;Bue hereon - che Com- 
miſſary and Regiſter. came to me with open Mouths, com- 
plaining, That thu would totally | ſpoil.tbeir Placzs. To which 

an{wer'd, That\my Buſine.was not-to take: carer of \their 
Places, 'but- that che-Canons be kept ;- and if ctiey would make 
Gain by what was incqnliſtent herewith, they were not :to 

be tolerated init. Whereon the Commi told me, That 
although the Canon was as;l:foid; yet be ay .me, that 

the Prattice was quite-the contrary the : Kingdom ; 

. and that ſince the Archbifhogy, and all thei. Suffragens thought 

As: fit to tolerae it, be thought itt "wonld. not become mie-to contradi 

. ir, And on Inquiry, finding-ie really. tobe ſoas herold-me, 

I was forced to let the matter fall, becauſe I thought ic would 
appear a ridiculous Singularity -—_ to attempt a Reformas- 
tion 


(8:) 
tion in that which the Archbiſkop and Biſhaps of our Church 
thought fir in all parry of che'Nation befides, to allow. And 
beſides, I had an Account given me, 

Narwich miſcarried in the fame Arrempt. For, on 
coming to his Dioceſs, finding lamour about Clary 
deftine Marriages, he made his Chancellor and Commilſta- 
ries call in all their Surrogations, and ſuppreſs all blank Licen- 
fas, and ordered, thar' no Miniftey ſhould © marry any, bur 
whereaf one 'of the Parties dwell in his Pariſh: And by this 
means, for 2 while, things were kept in order, bur chey 
had not been long fo, bur the Maſter of the Faculcies,and the 
Vicar-General to the Archbiſhop, took the Advantage to fend 
their Licenſes inco the Dioceſs; which the Biſhop perceiving, 
and having no Aathoriry ro 'controul them herein, he 
rhonght it , fince ho ſaw there was no- Remedy, to ſuf- 
fer che Corruption to be till continued by his own Officers, 
overwhom he had fome Awe, then'by thoſe Incerlopers, with 
whom he had nothing to.do ; and therefore relaxed all his 
former Orders, and let his Officers to proceed in the fame 
Courſe as they did before; and the Miſchiets which have 
ſince followed hereon, areroo many to relate; but ewo very 
lignal ones in my Neighbourhood, 1 cannor paſs over ; the 
ont of 'a Man chat hath married his Father's Wife, and the 
other ©f ane that married a Woman, whoſe Hasband was a- 
live in the next Pariſh, by Vertue of thoſe Licenſes. And 
this Courſe can never be remedied, unleſs the rwo Archbi- 
ſhops will be pleated roundertake it, and fend their Orders 
to all cheir: Saffragans, that the Canons be punRually obſer- 
red: inracſe following Particilers: © 
L. Thar-allSorrogateg, with blank Licenſes, be fuppreſ#d,an; 
no Licenſe for Marriage at all | 1955" wy bythe Perſon himfelf 
articular, or that -4.tv hen 
ence. 


maen, which are by Law 7e- 
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ores the Parties that are to be married, dwell. 
if-che Archbiſhbops have Authority fo ro do ( — | 
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chink, they have, all Liconſes in this kind, being only 196-4 
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4- That-a fevete Profecucion be enjoy nod. againſt all thake 
char tranſgreſs in any of the Premitles | ST 
| If the Bill paſs againſt Clandeftine Marriages, which 1 hear 
is now before the Parliament, L confefy/ ir will be roo late for 
the Church to: meddle with this marres;- buc/ies caſe the Bill 
be caſt our(as it 'may) I think. ic wfl rhemrbo.vesy pros 
per/ for the: ch: co andertake. the Buſineſs, 'and omploy 
altthe Auchoricy it hath to reforny fo great an 'Abuſe. And 
it the Archbiſbops and Biſhops will be pleaſed fo wo do, ra 
whom the cogniaance' of this matter doth maſt | properly bes 

, I know no way can be more effeauial tor it, than the 
= the Canonsn-:exatution in che Particulars 11: have 
mentioned. And if this be dene asfoon as the Bill is caſt our, 
by a publick Order front the ewo Archbiſhops, to. their Re+ 
ſpeRive Provinces,-and the Bilbops be hearty and” zealous in 
the executing of it, I doube not, there will be theſe following 
good Effects thereof. 

1. A fpeedy Remedy will thereby be put to this great A- 
buſe, which hathuyaiſed rhe Clamour of the Natiow fo oud 
againſt us, and made ſo many diſaffeted to the Churth by 
reaſon of the Injutics thac ſome of their Families have ſuffer'd 
by our colerating ſo unjuſtifiable a Practice among us. 

2. Full SatisfaGion will be given to thoſe who A earneſtly 
call for a Reformation in this Particular ; which will be che 
moſt effe&ual Method of preventing the ill Deſigns of thoſe 
whoendeavour the bringing of Sanguinary Eaws-upon RY] 
this purpoſe 3 which, if effe&ted, will be a great Severity, 
may prove a conſtant Snare to their Lives, whenever the 
_ have Malice enough to raiſe a Proſecution againſt 
chem. 

3. It will top the Mouths of thoſe who are too ofren heard 
to ogonerh che Biſhops with this whole Abuſe, as if the whole 
Reaſon of ic were from this, That they fold their Chancellors, 
Commillaries, and Regiſters Places, and therefore were bound 
to tolerate thoſe Officers undeythenk in a] their illegal Pra&i- 
ces, that they may thereby the betrer raiſe the Mony that 
they exated from them, for their Admiſſion to thoſe Im 
ployments. x And 


may be prevented, 
make uſe of that: 
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Corruption, 
a.r- irene rogph 
thus conrinually . be! facrificed- to: the: 
Chancellors,/ Commiſſaries. and Regiſters revy to thow ſales, 
from- the Practice of it... ln -orderi whereto, L.wiſh your 
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mation of! this Abuſe :( 4s. .Thope e will nvt ). his Grace 
go herein; what: Will dom he ſhall ſee may be 
nao andncing to he of the Church. 
1 am, 
Decemb. 11, | My LORD; 
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Your Lordſhips moſt Humble $ ervesd. 


